
What	is	Creative	Book	Sharing?
 
Reading aloud to your child is one of the most important things you can do to help your child’s emerging 
language and literacy skills. Creative Book Sharing helps you maximize the benefits of reading aloud 
by involving your child in a meaningful way. With Creative Book Sharing, your child becomes an active 
participant in the reading experience, not just a passive listener. 

Benefits	of	Creative	Book	Sharing

Creative Book Sharing helps make a book fresh, 
fun, and exciting every time you open it. It’s like 
never reading the same book twice! With each 
reading, you can:

•	 direct your child’s attention to different 
objects, shapes, and colors on the page. 

•	 tap into your child’s imagination using 
Creative Talk to make the characters and 
story come to life.  

•	 feel closer to your child as you spend  
one-on-one time together. 

How	to	use	Creative	Book	Sharing 

The following pages contain examples and 
strategies to add variety, imagination, and fun to 
reading aloud. Use these simple strategies when 
you share books with your child. Remember 
to use Creative Talk to personalize your child’s 
reading experience.
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Creative	Book	Sharing
can	work	with	any	book

Let your child choose the book you 
read aloud whenever possible. This 
is a great opportunity to follow your 
child’s lead in directing his own 
learning.  

READ with your Child
Your Guide to Creative Book Sharing
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Creative	Book	Sharing	Example:	Goodnight Moon

Margaret Wise Brown’s Goodnight Moon is a classic bedtime story that young children love to hear over 
and over again. Check out a copy from your local library and use the Creative Book Sharing strategies  
suggested below while reading this story aloud:

first reading:  
Read the story aloud so your child becomes familiar with the rhymes and patterns within the 
text. Stop and talk about any pictures your little one expresses an interest in. 

second reading:  
There’s a little white mouse that appears on every spread. Read the words aloud, but before 
turning the page ask your child, “There’s a little mouse on this page. Can you find it? Yes, 
there it is!” When you get to the end, help your child come up with a name for the mouse.
 
third reading:  
Teach your child the signs for MOON and STARS. As you read the story, sign 
these words with your child as they appear in the text or illustrations.

fourth reading:   
Read the story aloud, then act out the story 
by helping your child say goodnight to the 
things in her room before she goes to sleep.

fifth reading:  
Let your child open the book and turn the 
pages. As you read, run your finger under the 
text. 
 
sixth reading:  
Invite your child’s favorite stuffed animals or 
dolls to cuddle up and listen to the story. 

seventh reading:  
As you read, stop just before saying the last 
word on the page. Encourage your child to 
“fill in the blank” by saying the word aloud. 

READ with your Child
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Concept eative	Book	Sharing	Strategies

Books are fun 
to explore!

°	Use melodic and expressive speech as you read.

°	Focus on a different aspect of the book each time you read (e.g., find 
specific colors, shapes, or rhymes - see example on previous page).

°	Watch your child’s reactions to see what interests him.

°	Use Creative Talk to explore your child’s interests.

Books relate to 
real life.

°	Engage your child’s five senses when reading, whenever possible.

°	Choose books that relate to your child’s recent experiences.

°	Use the book as a springboard for helping your child remember those 
experiences. “See the pig? You saw a pig at the petting zoo last week. 
What sound did the pig make? Was the pig’s tail curly or straight? 
What do you remember about the pig at the zoo?”

Reading 
is a social 
experience.

°	Sit close to your child as you read.

°	Talk about your own reactions to the story.

°	Make book reading a positive experience.

Printed words 
have: 
	meaning
	shapes
	sounds

°	Word Meanings: Emphasize the word with your voice. Use signs and 
the spoken word together to emphasize meaning.  Use Creative Talk 
to deepen your child’s understanding of unfamiliar words.

°	Word Shapes: Run your finger under the words as you read. 

°	Word Sounds: Teach your child to pay attention to the sounds that 
make up words by reading books with rhymes and alliterations. Dr. 
Seuss books are great for this! 

Creative	Book	Sharing	Strategies

Creative Book Sharing strategies can help you teach important early literacy concepts to your child. For more 
about book sharing, see Emergent Literacy and Language Development, edited by Paula Rhyner, Ph.D.
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Concept Creative	Book	Sharing	Strategies

Books work in a 
certain way.

°	Show your child that books are held right-side up, and they have titles 
and authors. We turn pages from right to left, but we read sentences 
from left to right. We read from the top to the bottom of the page.  

°	Have some fun by holding a book upside down or starting a story 
from the back of the book and let your child show you the right way 
to do it!

Stories have 
parts.

°	 If you are reading a familiar story, ask your child to identify the 
setting, characters, or conflict of the story before you read. 

°	Ask your child to predict events as you read to help her identify 
common patterns in stories. 

°	Ask your child to look at the pictures in a familiar book and tell the 
story herself as she turns the pages.

°	With older children, compare characters in stories. “How is Little Red 
Riding Hood like Goldilocks?” They are both girls, they both leave 
home to go somewhere, and they both encounter trouble along the 
way.

Make the story 
your own.

°	Help your child engage his imagination. Personalize the story by 
making up a new ending or creating a sequel. 

°	Dress up as characters or use puppets to act out the story. 

°	Read different versions of the same story and talk about how the 
versions are different.  


